As Jews, long disenfranchised members of societies throught the Diaspora, we are well aware of the importance of having elected representation.  The Jewish community has valued inclusive democratic representation dating back to biblical times. In the Book of Numbers, we learn of God's instructions to Moses to gather 70 elders of Israel to serve as representatives of the people (Numbers 11:16–25).  

Think about your own family’s history. Are you aware of when your ancestors became enfranchised? For how many generations has your family had the right to vote in the nation in which they live? How can we bring to bear our own family’s experiences, and the experience of the Jewish people as a whole, in the fight for DC voting rights?

A belief in democracy is at the core of Jewish values. 
Rabbi Yitzhak taught that, “A ruler is not to be appointed until the community is first consulted" (Babylonian Talmud, B’rachot 55a). Throughout history, Jews too often have represented disenfranchised members of their respective societies. From both scripture and historical lessons, the Jewish community has learned the importance of democratic representation, and affirms that government officials must be accountable to the citizens they represent. Our moral teachings command us to fight for the day where no American is a second class citizen.
How can we apply this Jewish moral imperative to our secular government? Is there common language or common directive within Jewish text and American historical text? What is it?

Long before Locke, Hobbes and other enlightenment thinkers laid the theoretical foundations of American Constitutional democracy, the Jewish sage Hillel taught his disciples about the obligation to participate in determining communal priorities: 

If I am not for myself, who will be for me? If I am only for myself, what am I? If not now, when? (Pirkei Avot 1:14). 
Can this sentiment really be applied to voting? What are some of the consequences of not being allowed to determine communal priorities?
�This isn’t always necessarily true, since Jews had kings, priests, etc… I wonder if we reword this to make it less strong/absolute.





