Syllabus for “Justice and Jewish Thought” Class

Session 1:  Introduction

Themes/Guiding Questions: 

· Why are we here?

· Group building

· Exploring Individual Identities

· Group Norms

· Facilitation System/Tips – Guiding Questions

Session 2:  Intersection of Oppression

- Collins, “Black Feminist Thought in the Matrix of Domination,” Social Theory: The Multicultural and Classic Readings, p. 552-9

- Rose, Kaiser and Klein, “Introduction,” Righteous Indignation, p. xiii-xvii

Guiding Questions:

· How do various forms of oppression intersect?

· Why Jewish justice?

· How do we as Jews fit into the matrix?

Session 3:  Gender, Women and Feminism

- Lorde, “Age, Race, Class and Sex: Women Redefining Difference,” Sister Outsider, p. 
114-123 

- Kaye/Kantrowitz, Colors of Jews p. 60-5

- Plaskow, “The Jewish Feminist: Conflict in Identities,” The Coming of Lillith p. 35-9

- Plaskow, “ ‘It is Not in Heaven’: Feminism and Religious Authority,” The Coming of Lillith, p. 124-7

- Plaskow, “Beyond Egalitarianism,” The Coming of Lillith, p.128-133

- Plaskow, “Facing the Ambiguity of God,” The Coming of Lillith, p.134-7

- Plaskow, “About Men,” The Coming of Lillith, p.143-6

Session 4:  Gender Identity and Transgender

- Kukla, “Created Beings of Our Own: Toward a Jewish Liberation Theology for Men, 
Women and Everyone Else,” Righteous Indignation, p. 214-21

- Anders, “Welcoming Transgendered Jews”, 
http://www.tikkun.org/magazine/tik0509/article.2005-08-10.3345465137
- Bazant, “Trans Respect/Etiquette/Support 101,” http://www.timtum.net/

JTA, “Reform Devises Sex-Change Blessing,” 
http://www.forward.com/articles/11403/
- Ruttenberg, “In The Image of God,” Lillith, Spring 2002, p. 26-8

- Suskin, “Bet You Didn’t Know…,” Lillith, Spring 2002, p. 25

- Kukla, “Blessings for Gender Transitions,” Lillith, Spring 2007, p. 36-7

- Hernandez, “Becoming a Black Man,” http://www.colorlines.com/article.php?ID=265
· Kukla and Zellman, “Parshiyot Tazria-Metzora: Created by the Hand of Heaven: A 
Jewish Approach to Intersexuality,” 
http://www.jewishmosaic.org/torah/show_torah/71, April 2007

· Michels and Cannon, “Whose Side Are You On?: Transgender at the Western Wall,” Queer Jews, p. 84-99

Session 5:  Queerness and Sexual Identity

- Plaskow, “Sexual Orientation and Human Rights: A Progressive Jewish Perspective,” 
The Coming of Lillith, p. 178-92
- Ackelsburg and Plaskow, “Beyond Same-Sex Marriage: Social Justice and Sexual 
Values in Judaism,” Righteous Indignation, p. 195-205

- Alpert, Like Bread on the Seder Plate, p. 1-16

[- Alpert, Like Bread on the Seder Plate, 163-7]

[- Plaskow, “Authority, Resistance and Transformation: Jewish Feminist Reflections on 
Good Sex,” The Coming of Lillith, p. 193-205]
[- Plaskow, “Sexuality and Teshuvah: Leviticus 18,” The Coming of Lillith, p. 165-77]
Session 6:  Anti-Semitism

- Plaskow, “Anti-Semitism: The Unacknowledged Racism,” The Coming of Lillith, p. 94-
100

- Brown, “The Dynamics of Anti-Semitism,” Tikkun, Vol. 6, No.2 p. 26-28

- Rosenblum, “The Past Didn’t Go Anywhere,” http://www.pinteleyid.com/past/
Session 7: Is there a Jewish race? Are Jews White?

- Kaye/Kantrowitz, Colors of Jews, p. 1-30

Session 8: Racial Issues within the Jewish Community

- Kaye/Kantrowitz, Colors of Jews, 67-99

- Brettschneider, “Multiracial Jewish Families: A Personal and Political Approach to 
Justice Politics,” Righteous Indignation, p. 222-8

- Tompkins, “Home is Where You Make It,” The Flying Camel, p.131-140

[- Kaye/Kantrowitz, Colors of Jews, p. 37-46, 156-160]
Session 9:  Jewish Anti-Racism

- Olsson, “Detour Spotting for White Anti-racists” 

- Kaufman, “A User’s Guide to White Privilege,” Radical PhilosophyReview, Vol. 4, 
Numbers ! & 2, 2001 

- Kivel, “I’m Not White I’m Jewish,” www.paulkivel.com 

- Tools for Change, “To Equalize Power Among Us” 

· Kivel, “Guidelines for Being Strong White Allies” 

· Pence, “Racism – A White Issue,” But Some of Us Are Brave: Black Women’s Studies, 
p. 45-8 

- Kaye/Kantrowitz, The Colors of Jews p. ix-xii

- Tessman, “Jewish Racializations: Revealing the Contingency of Whiteness,” Jewish 
Locations: Traversing Racialized Landscapes, pp. 139-149

Session 10:  Class

- “Working Definitions,” Class Matters Website, 
www.classmatters.org/working_definitions.php
- “Reality Check: Who has how much money?” Class Matters Website, 
www.classmatters.org/reality_check.php
- “Invisible Walls,” Class Matters Website, 
www.classmatters.org/2004_11/invisible_walls.php
- “Classism from Our Mouths,” Class Matters Website, 
www.classmatters.org/2004_11/from_our_mouths.php
- “Class and Other Identities,”  Class Matters Website, 
www.classmatters.org/identity/jews.php
· Kaye/Kantrowitz, The Issue is Power, p. 139-149

· Yeskel, “Beyond the Taboo: Talking about Class,” The Narrow Bridge: Jewish Views on Multiculturalism, p. 42-57

     

Session 11:  Radical Jewish Social Movements

· Staub, Torn at the Roots, p. 153-179 

· Plaskow, “Expanding the Jewish Feminist Agenda,” Coming of Lillith, p. 157-8

· Kaye/Kantrowitz, Colors of Jews, p. 105-8, 111-8, 127-37, 139-148, 188-192 

[-   Staub, Torn at the Roots, 179-193]
Session 12: Where do we go from here?

** Any readings in brackets are highly encouraged and included in the course reading packet, but are not part of the assigned reading for that session**

