FAQs: Congressional Representation for the District of Columbia

Why don’t DC residents already have representation in Congress?

DC’s lack of representation is a historical accident. It is unlikely that the Framers intended to deny basic democratic rights, for which they had just fought a war, to the people living in the area that would become the nation’s capital.  

What is the DC House Voting Rights Act? (H.R. 1905, S. 1257)

The DC House Voting Rights Act, introduced by Reps. Tom Davis (R-VA) and Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC) and Senators Joe Lieberman (I-CT), Orrin Hatch (R-UT) and Robert  Bennett (R-UT), would add two voting members to the U.S. House of Representatives – one to represent Washington, DC and one to represent Utah. The DC Voting Rights Act establishes DC as a congressional district, giving Washingtonians a vote in the United States Congress for the first time ever. 

Why Utah?

Utah narrowly lost getting an additional congressional seat after the 2000 census, in part because thousands of missionaries living abroad were excluded during the census count. The bill would therefore enfranchise DC and Utah residents in a politically “vote-neutral” way by adding two seats most likely represented by a Democrat and a Republican, respectively
Why is this constitutional?

The language of the Constitution literally requires that House members be elected “by the People of the Several states.”  However, courts have upheld congressional treatment of DC as a “state” for purposes of diversity jurisdiction (which allows courts to hear cases “between citizens of different states”) and interstate commerce (which allows Congress to regulate commerce “among the several states”), in spite of literal references to “states” in the Constitution. Legal scholars from across the political spectrum hold that Congress has the authority to grant the District of Columbia congressional voting representation by passing simple legislation. 
Who supports this? 

The DC House Voting Rights Act has bipartisan support in Congress. National Jewish groups in support of the bill include the American Jewish Committee, the National Council of Jewish Women, and the Union for Reform Judaism, while other national supporters include the NAACP, the League of Women Voters, and the National Bar Association. Locally, endorsers include the DC Fiscal Policy Institute, the District of Columbia Chamber of Commerce, Greater Washington Urban League, the Jewish Community Relations Council, and dozens of other organizations. 
Adapted  from www.dcvote.org. 
Call the Capitol Switchboard and ask for your senator or state: (202)224-3121
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